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LOCATION OF BARNETT SHALE
•  The Barnett Shale lies in the heart of north-central Texas. The Barnett Shale     

  covers 20 counties, including Tarrant, Dallas, and Denton. Much of the 

  production in the Barnett Shale comes from Tarrant, Dallas, and 

  Johnson counties.1   

THE IMPORTANCE
•  The Barnett Shale holds an estimated 26 trillion to 45 trillion cubic feet of    

  natural gas reserves. The Barnett Shale holds enough gas to meet U.S. 

  demand at 2008 consumption levels for approximately two to three years.2

•  In 2007, 1.4 trillion cubic feet of natural gas were produced from the 

  Barnett Shale.3 

•  The Barnett Shale is the fi rst shale play in the United States to utilize horizontal drilling and hydraulic 

   fracturing – two processes vital to the development of shale gas.

THE ECONOMIC IMPACT
•  From 2007 to 2008, the number of permanent jobs associated with the Barnett Shale expanded from 83,823 to  

  111,131.  Employment levels declined in 2009 but are expected to rebound in the near future.4

•  In total, 2008 saw the Barnett Shale generate an estimated $13.7 billion in economic output and 132,497 jobs.5 

•  From 2001 to 2015, the Barnett Shale is projected to generate in excess of $100 billion and 1 million person-years 

  of employment.6 

REGULATIONS AFFECTING THE BARNETT SHALE
•  The Railroad Commission of Texas regulates the exploration and production of oil and natural gas in Texas, 

   including the protection of surface and subsurface waters.

•  The Railroad Commission of Texas has approved several pilot projects in the shale formation to reduce the   

  amount of fresh water used in the Barnett Shale
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