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LOCATION OF MARCELLUS SHALE
•  The Marcellus Shale is named after a distinctive outcrop of rock near the town  
   of Marcellus, New York.1 

•  The Marcellus Shale is found throughout the Allegheny Plateau region of the  
  Appalachian Basin.2 

•  The Marcellus Shale runs from southern New York, into Pennsylvania, Ohio,       
  Maryland, West Virginia, and portions of Virginia.3 

THE IMPORTANCE
•  The U.S. Geological Survey originally thought that the Marcellus Shale 
  contained a marginal amount of gas in the range of 1.9 trillion cubic feet.4 

•  In April 2009, the U.S. Department of Energy changed that estimate, 
  concluding that the Marcellus Shale contained 262 trillion cubic feet of gas.5 

•  Some geologists believe that the Marcellus Shale could hold as much as 500 trillion cubic feet of gas.6 
•  Modest estimates of total production potential show that the Marcellus Shale, by itself, is capable of producing   
  enough natural gas to meet U.S. natural gas demand for the next two years.

ECONOMIC IMPACT
•  The development of the Marcellus Shale will have a tremendous impact on Pennsylvania’s economy.
•  In 2008, operators in the Marcellus Shale spent $2.95 billion in Pennsylvania.7 
•  From 2005 to 2009, operators in the Marcellus Shale spent close to $4.7 billion in Pennsylvania - $2.5 billion on  
  lease, bonus and other land payments and $2.2 billion on equipment and supplies.8

•  For every $1 that Marcellus operators spend in Pennsylvania, $1.94 of total economic output is generated.9 
•  In 2008, Marcellus Shale production added $2.3 billion to the Pennsylvania economy.10 
•  The development of the Marcellus Shale led to the creation of 29,284 jobs.11 

REGULATIONS
•  Strategies and policies that encourage growth of the Marcellus gas industry will generate signifi cant economic   
  and environmental benefi ts for Pennsylvania.12 

•  The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection Bureau of Oil and Gas Management is responsible for  
  the regulation of the oil and gas industry statewide.

•  Pennsylvania has developed the Marcellus Shale Wastewater Partnership to address the water disposal issues   
  that arise with natural gas production in the Marcellus Shale.13 
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